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Introduction to the Critical and Scholarly Discussion of Literature
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2990 - Early Nineteenth Century; 1800-1865
. . 1
From Inscriptions

One’s-Self I Sing

One’s-Self I sing, a simple separate person,
Yet utter the word Democratic, the word En-Masse.

Of physiology from top to toe I sing,
Not physiognomy alone nor brain alone is worthy for the Muse, I
say the Form complete is worthier far,
5 The Female equally with the Male I sing.

Of Life immense ini passion, pulse, and power,
Cheerful, for freest action form'd under the laws divine,
The Modern Man I sing.
1867

from Children of Adan'

To the Garden the World

To the garden the world anew ascending,
Potent mates, daughters, sons, preluding,
The love, the life of their bodies, meaning and being,
Curious here behold my resurrection after shamber,
The revolving cycles in their wide sweep having brought me again,
Amorous, mature, all beautiful to me, all wondrous,
My limbs and the quivering fire that ever plays through them, for
reasons, most wondrous,
Existing I peer and penetrate still, o
Content with the present, content with the past,
10 By my side or back of me Eve following,
Or in front, and I following her just the same.

\n

1860

Unscriptions first appeared as the opening  edition of Leaves of Grass, are Whitman’s most.
Sl = . ; ’ Py
grouping in the 1871 edition of Leaves of  controversial poetic sequences. In Childrern of

Grass. Beginning in 1867, “One’s-Self I Sing”  Adam he focuses on what he calls “amative
appeared as the opening poem of all future  love,” the phrenological term for the love b_e-
editions of Leaves of Grass. tween men and women. In Calemus he to-

1Children of Adam and its companion cluster  cuses on “adhesive love,” the phrenological
Calamus, which first appeared in the 1860  term for the love berween men.
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Hughes 1, Too

Bad Luck Card

1525

Cause you don't love me
Is awful, awful hard.
Gypsy done showed me
My bad luck card.

There ain’t no good left
In this world for me.
Gypsy done tole me—
Unlucky as can be.

I don’t know what
Po’ weary me can do.
Gypsy says I'd kill my self
If I was you.

1927

I, Too

I, too, sing America.

I am the darker brother.

They send me to eat in the kitchen
When company comes,

But I laugh,

And eat well,

And grow strong.

Tomorrow,

I'll be at the table
When company comes.
Nobody’ll dare

Say to me,

“Eat in the kitchen,”
Then.

Besides,
They'll see how beautiful I am
And be ashamed— "¢

I, too, am America.
1925




X1v

pity this busy monster,manunkind,

not. Progress is a comfortable disease:
your victim(death and life safely beyond)

plays with the bigness of his littleness
—electrons deify one razorblade
into 2 mountainrange;lenses extend

unwish through curving wherewhen till unwish

returns on its unself. .
A world of made

is not a2 world of born—pity poor flesh

and trees,poor stars and stones,but never this
fine specimen of hypermagical

ultraomnipotence. We doctors know

a hopeless case if—listen: there’s a hell
of a good universe next door;let’s go

XV
(“fire stoP'thief help murder save the world”

what world?
is it themselves these insects mean?

when microscopic shriekings shall have snarled
threads of celestial silence huger than
eternity,men will be saviours

—flop
grasshopper,exactly nothing’s soon;
scream,all ye screamers,till your if is up
and vanish under prodigies of un)

“have you” the mountain,while his maples wept
air to blood,asked “something a little child
who’s just as small as me can do or be?”

god whispered him a snowflake “yes:you may
sleep now,my mountain” and this mountain slept

while his pines lifted their green lives and smiled

397






